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I,.—Foreien Pouttics. 


1396. Since its prophecy, two or three months ago that the next great war 
Siam, France and England. in the world would be betw den England and France 
over the possession or division of Siam, man 

things, says the Indian Mirror, have taken place which have only added to the 
international jealousies between England and France, but the apprehended 
danger has not come to a head, and, in the opinion of the Mirror, might be 
altogether averted by a “‘little diplomacy, a little discretion, a little playing off 
one intruder against another, and above and beyond all, internal progress, 
patriotism and consolidation.” One hopeful feature of the case is Siam’s friend- 
ship with Japan and the replacing of Europeans by Japanese in Siam. This has 
led to the Europeans in possession being uneasy, and it is fortunate for Siam 
that these Europeans hate one another. Otherwise there should be little to 
prevent France and England arriving at a common understanding in order to 
make Siam u sphere of common influence,’ much in the same manner as it is 
proposed to make Afghanistan a ‘sphere of common influence’ between 
England and Russia. Fortunately for Afghanistan and fortunately for Siam, 
India’s claims have to be considered first, because they are paramount. And 
England will think twice and oftener before she enters into treaty relations, 
such as will make the French and the Russians her next-door neighbours on 
either frontier.” 2 


(b)— Working of the Courts. : 


1397. The Amrita Bazar Patrika, although appreciating the step taken b 
Nawab Salimulla Bahadur of Dacca, who, accord- 
ing to the Bengal Times, has opened for all classes. 
of people in his district a tribunal of arbitration very much like a Civil and 
Criminal Court, where cases are to be decided by Meahs, would be glad to know 
whether the Nawab has taken the permission of the authorities to start these 
institutions. Other zamindars, it says, like the Maharaja of Darbhanga, might 
very well establish such a Court and earn the blessing of his countrymen, ~ 


Arbitration Courts. 


(c)—Jasis. 


1398. The Indian Mirror complains that the Jailor of the Hooghly Jail is 
selling filtered jail water to the public at 3 pice 


tania * at the  gharrqa, and hopes that the Magistrate and Civil 


Surgeon will stop the sale. 


(d) — Education, 


1399. The Behar News does not agree with the Universities Commission 
that the existing system of education is in itself 


4 existing system of educa- defective. It holds that the bi-lingual condition to 


| which the Commissioners make reference in their 
Report is responsible for the poorness of the results of the existing system of 
education, not the system itself. English literature had no great names to show 
during three centuries and more that followed the Norman Conquest, and this 
was entirely due to the bi-lingual condition of England during that period. In 
India at the present moment it is the same; native literature has not been 
stifled as yet, although English is the Court language, the language taught at 
schools and colleges and to a great extent the language of the Press, And 
notwithstanding that it is the language of their adoption, men like Rajendralal, 


' Messrs. Lal Bihari and R. C. Dutt have produced work in it of great merit, 


which is creditable, as the result of only fifty i of English education in this 
country. If this is the result when the struggle between the foreign and native 
language is keenest, what, asks the Behar News, may not be expected to follow 
from the complete triumpth of one over the other? The Commission, it believes, 
have taken effects for causes, the symptoms to be the disease itself. Poverty of 
the land, struggle for existence which is 80 apparent, lack of Government 
patronage, which do, each and all, hamper original thinking, have not in the 
faintest manner been alluded to in the Report. : 


InDIAN MIRROR, 
27th Sept. 1903. 


AMRITA BaZaR 
PaTRIKA, 


80th Sept. 1902, 
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INDIAN Mirror, 
27th Sept. 1902. 


Bexar News, | 
20th Sept. 1902. 
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1400. The Behar Times asks Mr. Prothero, the Inspector of Schools, Patna 

: Circle, to reconsider and modify his order that every 

A neworder by Mr. Prothero, student absent from the Arrah Zilla School is to 

of Schools, Patna Circle. ‘ 2 oe 2 2 

Inspector have his sick leave application countersigned by 

the Assistant Surgeon of Arrah. The order is calculated to cause needless 
trouble to the boys and their guardians alike. 

1401. The Last writes that the educational problem is the most difficult 


one which His Excellency the Viceroy has set 


The educetional, problem. himself to solve, and on the “ best solution of it 
for the present hinges the peaceful British administration of this country so far 


as the authorities on the one hand, and the educated Indian community on the 
other, are concerned. | 
It humbly and earnestly appeals to His Excellency to consult the feelings 
as well as the interests of the educated community who form the backbone of 
the Indian Empire; and not to do anything in defiance of that community, 
1402. Referring to the — in the memorial adopted at the Calcutta 
own Hall meeting, when considering the recom- 
The recommendations of the Uui- mendations of the Universities Commission relat- 
inc in ss affecting ing to the ultimate diminution in the number of 
e lawyers in India, the Hindoo Patriot observes, in 
answer to the Pioneers banter on the subject: — India is a law-abiding as well 
as a law-ridden country. In sleep and wakefulness law is its concern, occu- 
pation and thought and little wonder that the best talent of the country finds 
its way into what in another country would be the profession of arms. Law is 
our defensive as well as offensive weapon. If our best men are in law. 
naturally lawyers would be to the front among the memorialists.” But though 


they may be to the front,” there are others with them that are not in 


BENGALEB. 
2nd Oct. 1902. 


1 
4 
* 


INDIAN MIRROR, 
8rd Oct. 1902. 


BEHAR TIMES, 
Srd Oct. 1902. 


BENGaLER, 
Sth Oct. 1902. 


law. Only a very few among the speakers at the Town Hall meeting were 
lawers. In fact six out of g total of 15. Zamindars, merchants, landholders, 
medical men, Government pensioners, took share and share alike, and this 
ought to be some baim and solace to those who would, if they could cry, 
% down with law and lawyers.” ah le 
1403. Referring to the recent protest meeting held in Bhagalpur, the 
HBengalee says that this meeting and the others held at 
5 1 — Berhampore, Burdwan, Faridpur, Noakhali, Trichi- 
F nopoly, Dacca, Chittagong, Muzaffarpur and other 
places prove that never before was there a protest more emphatic, more earnest 
or more universal or alarm more genuine, and that it behoves the responsible 
authorities to take a note of the feeling in the matter. : 
1404. The following paragraph is taken from the Indian Mirror ;:— 
3355 We congratulate the Mussulman community of 
one of the Universities Calcutta and the suburbs for having identified 
themselves with the popular opposition to the 


report and recommendations of the Universities Commission. We congratulate 


Nawab Bahadur Syed Amir Hossain on the courageous attitude he has taken 
up in the matter. As we expressed ourselves on more than one occasion, it is a 
matter of life and death,’’—and, indeed, much more so for Mussulmans than 
for the followers of other faiths in this country. : 

1405. The Behar Times is of opinion that the Universities Commission 

ought to have confined their observations to purely 

*. educational matters. They have certainly over- 

| stepped their legitimate province by introducing 

abstruse questions of policy and statesmanship. They were not vested with 

the “ functions of reshaping an empire.” They have made themselves ridiculous 

by taking into eonsideration questions intended to remodel the administration 
of the country or to reconstitute the existing order of things. 

The journal argues at great length that illiteracy is connected with crime 
and pauperism, and that it is the obvious duty of every civilised country to 
educate the masses. a : is 

1406. The Bengalee refers to the participation of Khan Bahadur 

N Dilawar Husain, late Ins General of Regis- 
sities Commission 8 Report. 28 2 Bengal, and Naw Bahadur Sayyid Amir 
Husain in the agitation against some of the 


( 613 ) 


recommendations of the Universities Commission as pointing to the 1 ens 
unanimity of public opinion in the matter. It is worthy of note that the follow- 
ing recommendations on which no opinion was taken or recorded have been 
condemned at every meeting whether of Hindus or Muhammadans: -- 

(1) The fixing of a minimum rate of fees by the Syndicate. (2) The 
abolition of the second grade colleges. (3) The proposed centralisation of the 
study of law and the abolition of the law classes. ih. 


1407. With reference to the new rule that all English-knowing teachers Ixus Mrzoz, 


. of Government schools are to undergo an examina - 27th Oct. 1902. 
— in English pronun- tion in English pronunciation, he" Indian Mirror 
| gays— . 
We dare say, this wholesome test will be extended to the members of the 
Indian Civil Service, and European Civilians should be made to stand the test 
of a similar examination regarding their pronunciation in Bengali. It will 
tend more to the extension of the vernaculars of the country among our 
Judges and Magistrates, most of whom cannot utter a single sentence of correct 


Bengali, and whose execrable mode of pronunciation makes their speech 
perfectly unintelligible. | 


1408. The Indian Nation observes that in the attempt to select teachers Ixpux Narion, 
“a by the pronunciation test, there is the of Weh Sept. 1902. 
wi giving preference to men whose knowledge of the 
language is shallow and rejecting men who in spite of their faulty accent are 
really better scholars. Bad pronunciation is a more common defect than is 
imagined. How many European teachers in Bengal are good readers, com- 
petent to read, say, Milton or Burke properly? | | 
Though the evil is admitted it is only a very poor remedy—the traditional 
one—the old panacea of examinations that can be suggested: no new enlarged 
or improved method of teaching. That would mean expense and organisation, 
the trouble of which the Government easily avoids by insisting on the one 
condition of examinations. If no one is found good in pronunciation, are 
schools to have no teachers? To improve the English of our school-boys one 
thing, says the journal, is necessary. There should be at least one school in 
the country taught from the highest to the lowest class by Englishmen or men 
who are practically such, respectable Eurasians for instance. If Government 
is determined only to advise and examine and not spend more money on 
teaching, nothing will be done, 35 
The Nation comments as follows on the official proceedings which led to 
the issue of the new rules:— | 5 
e What business had the Universities Commission to take official cogni- 
zance of a matter concerning schools? And to make a few desultory remarks - 
upon a subject upon which they had taken no evidence and which not been 
brought into public notice? Secondly, what business had the Director of 
Public Instruction to take action upon a recommendation of the Commission 
before their Report had been accepted by the Government of India. Thirdly, 
what business had the Government of Bengal to be as hasty as its Director? 
A reform is a reform, and is of course never too early. But we contend that 
in the present case the alleged reform is made to rest on authority which does 
not exist. It would almost seem as if the Director was waiting for something 
to serve as an excuse for carrying out a preconceived idea.” | 
1409. The Amrita Bazar Patrika 9 * 2 e e orders 2 Arran 
par this subject, ridiculing the notion that it is possible e. 
e for Ben; E children of six or seven to pronounce ™°™ 38 
English words and understand English idioma like Englishmen, taught as they are 
by specially trained Bengali teachers, drawing the magnificient salary of Rs. 10 
to Rs, 15 a month! It points out that the rulers of India are living examples of 
the truth of the impossibility of pronouncing foreign expressions correctly. It 
challenges any Anglo-Indian official, who has spent even 30 or 40 years of his 
life among the people and has been speaking their a age constantly, to 
pronounce two dozen Bengali words without making himself ridiculous. And 


what they themselves cannot do, they expect Bengali school-masters drawing 
od 10 mf Rs, 20 per wonth and little children to perform! Can absurdity go 


ho 
iP, 
24 
ro 2 
9 
725 
2 8 
31 
yw 
92 
2 
me? 
„ 
ha 
me 
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“Tf the Government really introduces its threatened innovation, adieu! 
then, to most of our schools. For the funds at their disposal will not allow 
them to employ teachers with this additional qualification. Indeed, teachers 
who understand English idioms thoroughly and can pronounce English words 
like Englishmen, can be recruited only from the rank of the ‘ Poor Whites,’ 


who, however, will not agree to serve on Rs. 15 or Rs. 20 e month. So, the 


chances are that, while the majority of aided, municipal and District Board 
schools will have to be closed, the few Government schools will be maintained, 
and funds will be forthcoming to appoint a good number of European and 
Eurasian masters in these schools for teaching our boys correct idioms and 
pronunciation.” : 
1410. The Amrita Bazar Patrika, writing on this subject, says 
that if a Ceremonial Academy were established 
in Bengal, and the Bengalese taught how to 
behave towards Englishmen, the Government would do some really 
useful work. ‘‘And in that institution, Mr. Bayley may be appointed as a 
teacher, Mr.’ Magistrate Marr as a Professor, Mr. Director of Public Instruction 
Pedler as Superintendent, and Mr. Secretary Macpherson as Principal.” | 
It does not understand how schoolmasters in the absence of an institution 
for teaching pronunciation, can learn the art, and suggests the establishment of 
„The Pedler Academy of Pronunciation.“ 
We see in our mind’s eye a big building with this tablet in golden 
letters: 


English pronunciation. 


“THE PEDLER ACADEMY OF PRONUNCIATION,” 


WHERE TRUE PRONUNCIATION OF ENGLISH WORDS IS TAUGHT. 


N. B.—A compendium on the art of pronunciation of English words by 
Mr, Pedler, Director of Public Instruction, is sold here. Price Rs. 5 per copy.” 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


‘ 


1411. Considering the many other improvements and crying needs of the 
town that are held in abeyance for want of funds, 
the Hindoo Patriot asks if it is not a misapplication 
of funds paving the footpaths round Government Place and along Old Court 
House Street with Indian Patent Stone and Mirzapore stone flags, These foot- 
paths are always like garden paths as compared with those in Bow Bazar Street, 
Jhampukar and Thanthania, 
1412. The Behar Herald complains that the Government not only evince 
3 great reluctance to give up a tax which they once im- 
6 pose but they show a tendency to push on some 
taxes beyond their legitimate limits, such as the public works cess, the zamin- 
dari d&k cess and the chaukidari cess. : 2 
It recommends that, in the interests of the litigious classes, it would be well 
if panchaiti courts were reinstituted under legal sanction and invested with 
power to decide cases below Rs. 50. : 


1413. The following is taken from the Amrita Bazar Patrika:— _ | 

Now that the reform of the Calcutta Municipality, 
Inaugurated by Sir A. Mackenzie and sanctioned 
by Lord Curzon, has received a fair trial and proved a total failure, will the 
Government be pleased to return to the old order of things? The citizens of 
Jalcutta were given the privilege of controlling their municipal affairs, and the 
system was working well enough. But the privilege was suddenly withdrawn 
in spite of universal and vigorous protest from the parties interested. 


1414. The Amrita Bazar Pairika has the following :— | 
Our attention has been 1 to the vagaries of 
the Municipal Executive, which seem to be endless. 
Water is life, and they would dole out the precious liquid only by drops. 
Meters are heing placed almost at every junction; and house-owners are having 
a scanty supply. The bustee people are the greatest sufferers. The public 
hydrants are mostly closed, as the tap-cocks were all removed about two months 
ago and have not yet been replaced. Even the supply of unfiltered water at 


Footpaths in Calcutta. | 


The Calcutta Municipality. 


Calcutta Municipal vagaries, 


2 WY Fee =_~ 


oe 0 


bathing platforms is anything but oopious. Thus the troubles of the bustee popu- 
lation can better be imagined than described. The roads are miserable snd the 
lights too are insufficient and irregular. Refuse and sweepings litter the roads 
in many places for hours and days, and, owing to their decomposition in this 
rainy weather, injure the health of the locality. But itis perhaps no use cry- 
ing over the official-ridden Municipality's sins of omission and commission. 
1415. The Bengalee — oy age contains a petition to Mr. Greer, 
rom the conservancy overseers, jamadars and 
An apped) to Mp. Grose, coolies of wards Nos. Ito 6 ne his 1 
some of their grievances and asking for increased emoluments. 
There can be no gainsaying the fact, says the journal in recommending the 
petition, that in plague seasons, the first six wards of the town are the most 


infected, and these poor municipal employés have to bear the brunt of the work 
and face the greatest difficulties. | 


(h)—Generui. 


1416. The Moslem Chronicle acknowledges that the Viceroy by his little 
acts of grace and goodwill, such as the present- 
ation of the Koran and lanterns to mosques, &c., 
has justly earned the respect and reverence of the 
Indian Mussalmans. Yet it cannot understand why His Excellency should 
(1) strip Nawab Imadul Mulk Syed Hossain Bilgrami of his full title and 
address him as plain “ Mr.” Bilgrami; (2) discard the etiquette, sanctioned by 
years of practice, of returning the visit while in Hyderabad of the Premier 
of that State; (3) suspend the firing of salutes to Indian Chiefs at the forth- 
coming Coronation Darbar, and (4) be excused from returning the visits of the 
Native Chiefs on the same occasiun. 

Judged by His Excellency’s attitude towards Indian Mussalmans, the Chronicle 
notes in passing that the action of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal in 
respect of a mosque in Malda was sad and disappointing. : 

1417, The Indian — is cope org at — — * of 

2 f India in reply to the despatch of the Secreta 
FFF a "the petition of the Indian — 
Union for a detailed enquiry into the economic conditions of typical villages 
in famine areas, with a view to ascertaining the facts upon which preventive 
as well as remedial measures suited to the various provinces might be based. 

When the thing asked for is only an inquiry, and when the men who 
ask for it are well-known English Statesmen, retired Indian Viceroys, Members 


The Viceroy, the Mussalmans 
and the Native Chiefs. 


MosLeM CHRONICLE, 
20th Sept. 1902. 


INDIAN NATION, 
29th Sept. 1902. 


of Council, and administrators of various sorts, a refusal can only be regarded 


as Philistinism. ; 
1418. The Amrita Bazar Patrtka regrets to find some Indian newspapers 
ss using expressions of disrespect towards Lord 
22 Corson and the Indian (Curzon. 0 all means, it says, criticise His Excel- 
f lency’s conduct as strongly as possible, but do not 


overstep the bounds of decency. His Excellency himself never uses a harsh 


or undignified expression in his criticism of the Indian Press. It is true some 
influential journalists in England are pillorying his Lordship mercilessly for 
his connection with the Delhi Darbar, but indian papers are advised not to 
forget that those writers are Lord Curzon’s countrymen and are allowed liberties 
to which Indians can have no claim. 
1419. The Amrita Bazar Patrika repeats the rumours which were pre- 
valent some years ago, as accounting for the 
N — and Lord outbreak of plague that raged in Bengal, and 
1 18 describes the attitude of the people of Poona and 
Bombay towards the Plague officials, and the popular belief that the plague 
serum, composed of horrid things, was intended to kill off people. In view 


ok these facts it condemns the policy of the Government in again entrusting 
inoculation to Europeans, who are absolutely distrusted „instead of to Indian 


ands. 
It holds Lord George Hamilton responsible for this step and, in reviewing 

His Lordship's services an India, finds only a single ineldent which is. likely 
to be remembered in bis favour, viz., that he was instrumental in keeping Sir 


enry Fowler out of office. 
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1420, The Bengalee once more refers to the case of some Malis employed 

in the Viceregal Park at Barrackpore, who though 

The Malis of the Vieeregal drawing a small pay have hitherto received pensions. 
* It is now t to give th i 

pro not to give them any pension 

but to grant them a gratuity instead. They have addressed an appeal to His 

Excellency the Viceroy, praying that retrospective effect should not be given 

to the recent orders, and that they might be allowed the pensions to which, 

but for these orders, they would be entitled. Their prayer is so just and 

reasonable that the journal has no doubt that it will meet with the favourable 

consideration of His Excellency. 

1421. ‘The Behar Herald advises the Christians in India to put down 
all tendency to treat Indians as inferior beings 

which works more enduring evil than direct 
oppression, and prevents the growth of cordial relations between the rulers 
and the ruled. It then refers to official chastening for offical high-handedness, 
which is the ground for general complaint. 

„A beardless white official insults an Indian Raja. What punishment is 
meted out to bim? Well, he is transferred to a pretty healthy station. Is 
not that enough for a white official? And yet the Anglo-Indian officials pride 
themselves on a rule of Justice in India!” 

1422. Adverting to the bestowal of a Rai Bahadurship upon Kumar 
Manmatha Nath Mitter, the Amrita Bazar Pairita 
Titles conferred by Govern: says that a positive insult has been offered to the 
8 Kumar by this attempt to raise the social position 
of a man who since bis birth has been known as Kumar.“ This case and 
that of Kumar Rameshwar Mallia prove that the Government apparently 
follows no principle, no method in distributing these titles, hence they are 
gradually coming into disrepute. A Raja’s property, in the opinion of the 
Patrika, ought to yield at least one lakh of rupees per annum. But there are 
Government-made Kajas who have scarcely one-third or one-fourth of that 
income. Then, again, heads of leading families of respectable castes, when 
they are public-spirited, charitably-disposed and wealthy, should be honoured 
with no inferior title than that of Raja. From this point of view, Babu 
Rama Nath Ghose should have long ago been selected for the distinction. But 
because he is not a pushing mau and does not know how to ingratiate himself 
with the authorities, he has been ignored. As a rule, the journal would be 
glad if titles were not at all conferred upon its countrymen, as they serve no 
useful purpose. But if the Government is pleased to elevate any deserving 
Indian in this way, letthem not humiliate him by honouring him as they 
did Kumar Manmatha Nath Mitter. A Rai Bahadurship may be bestowed on 
Babu Rama Nath Ghose or the Star of India upon the Hon’ble Justice Ghose, 
yet it would not mean honour but indignity to them. 
1423. The Amrita Bazar Patrika thinks it is time for Mr. Gokhale to 
ee roceed to England to convince the rulers of the 
Mr. Gokhale ani the English Empire by facts, figures and strong common sense, 
public. eee ; 8 
that the way the Empire is being governed means 
disaster both to England and to India. 

As India is governed now, it benefits only a few thousand Englishmen 
at the cost of the vast majority, and as soon as the English people come to 
realize this fact they will not allow the present state of things to continue. 

1424, Adverting to ors 22 2 of aaf ays per rupee e by 

the abad Municipality on paper imported into 

e Allahabad, the i says that as the Govern- 
ment Central Press and the Pioneer Press will enjoy exemption from the tax, the 
Municipality can hardly expect to add much to its coffers by the imposition. 
one effect of the duty will be to raise the cost of production of school-books 
printed at 33 presses in Allahabad, and it is this which makes the duty 
specially objectionable. Another argument urged by the Bengalse against this 
measure is the fact that the paper industry of India is just now in a very bad 
way and threatened with extinction by Germany. 

1425. The Amrita * we 3 the case of Pokhar Mohuri, a Sonthal 

8 of Giridih, to show how criminal administration 

(a country is growing unpopular, and the 
people are losing their manliness. | 
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Pokhar charged a neighbour with theft which on investigation was found 
false. The Police Officer, however, recommended that the accused should not 
be prosecuted under section 211, Indian Penal Code, as there was not suffi- 
cient evidence to prove the charge, The Subdivisional Officer of Giridih, 
Mr. Dentith, 0. 8., however, ordered his prosecution, and the man was sentenced 
by Mr. Warde-Jones, Deputy Magistrate of Hazaribagh, to six months’ rigorous 
imprisonment. On appeal the Judicial Commissioner of Chota Nagpur set 
aside the conviction and discharged the accused. But the Deputy Commissioner 
of Hazaribagh ordered a retrial of the case, which was taken up by Mr. Dentith 
himself, who not only convicted the man but sentenced him to 18 months’ 


rigorous imprisonment. 


1426. The Bengales brings to light “another glaring instance of the same 


type of perversity” as that which led to the exclu- 
sion of Dr. Dhingra, . p., from one of the Punjab 
plague appointments. Dr. Durga Prosad Goil, u. B., a 18 specialist in 


tropical di . “The ‘crime 


Crime of colour. 


iseases including plague, was similarly unsuccess 
of colour’ was against him and his appointment was out of the question. If 
Dr. Goil had been an Englishman, he might have aspired to any of these 


appointments, even though his medical training and experience might be 
equivalent to a cipher.” | 


1427. The Bengalee refers to the Times defence of the Viceroy’s Darbar 
policy as follows :— 


No, the Darbar policy has been completel 
knocked on the — i The fierce light of 5 
opinion has beaten upon the Viceregal throne and exposed the real character 
and the inevitable consequences of the forthcoming Darbar, and while we can 
very well understand the anxiety of the Times to stand by the Viceroy who 
has been attacked on all sides, we are bound to say that the efforts of. the so- 
called “leading journal” to make black appear as white have been no more 
successful than those of the Viceroy himself. The charges brought against the 
Viceroy by Mr. Maclean and the correspondent of the Daily News, and confirmed 
by the foremost liberal journal published in the English language remain 
unanswered to this day, and we have no hesitation in saying that they not only 
reflect the opinion of all sober and thoughtful people in England as well as in 
India, but also anticipate the unerring verdict of posterity. 

1428. In spite of what the English and Anglo-Indian papers have to say in 

re to the Viceroy’s Coronation Darbar 

8 * Curzon and the Corona- policy, the Amrita Bazar Patrika's honest opinion 

is that it may prove an inestimable boon to the 

ple if Lord Curzon can accomplish the avowed object for which it is about 

to be held, viz., to make British rule all the more firmly established upon the 

hearts of the Indians. In his Delhi Darbar speech, Lord Lytton thus explained 

the object of that ceremony. It was held, said he, to seek no new power 

nor any „new prerogative,” but Her Majesty's sole desire is to win the 

affections of her subjects.” That is also no doubt the sole desire of Lord Curzon, 
and we wish His Excellency God speed in this endeavour. 


1429. Referring to the controversy on the Coronation Derbar, the 
é Indian Mirror, says that the Viceroy’s defence of his 

a Delhi Darbar might have brought joy to his“ friends 
and admirers,” but to all the world out of that narrow circle, it has brought 
little conviction. It brings no consolation to the Indian tax-payers, that 
the Darbar has the official vote of confidence, that the Times has given 
its support to Lord Curzon, or that the Darbar will be the talk of Indian 
villagers for years to come. It fails to see where the distant villages come in. 
Some faint reports of the glory and the splendour may travel to some little 
distance from Delhi. But to say that the villagers as an entity know aught 
about the Darbar or will ever do so, is drawing too much upon one’s imagina- 
tion. It appears to the Mirror that while it has been complained on the 
Viceroy’s behalf, that the critics of his Darbar are lacking in imagination, the 
Viceroy and his following have been literally running away with their 
imagination. „They tell us fairy tales, which even children oannot quite believe 
without questioning. The Bombay Gazette has with a few bold strokes brought, 
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down the fairy edifice The reader has now before him the different inscrip- 
tions on the two different sides of a Darbar shield. It is for him to piek and 
choose the truth.“ 5 
1430. The Amrita Bazar Patria holds that criminals are punished for 
the benefit of society; and, therefore, the punish- 
Administration of criminal ment of a criminal ought to give satisfaction to its 
oe members, instead of causing resentment. The way 
criminals are punished in India does not, however, give satisfaction to society ; 
on the other hand, the universal cry is for protection against the barbarous 
punishments inflicted in India. Take a newspaper and you will find that this 
is its chief complaint against British rule It is Judges administering criminal 
justice perversely who are doing all that lies in their power to undermine 
ritish rule in India, The rulers have no conception of the passions that 
these vigorous doings of those who are entrusted with the task of administering 
justice are evoking in the minds of the people.” 


III.—LEGISLATIOR. 


1431. The Hindoo Patriot warns the . aot be led into 
— adopting the general principles of the represent- 
ͤ— although valuable, of the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce on the Indian Electricity Bill, without first consulting the Board of 
Trade's rules obtaining in England. 


VI.— Misc LANEOUS. 


1432. Referring to the taunts of public men that the educated Indian 
i has contributed nothing to the revival of Indian 
1 Pome rule responsible for industries beyond copious streams of eloquence, 
6 and is conspicuously deficient in the spirit of self- 
help, the Bengalee thinks it would be hardly honest to deny that not the least 
prominent fact associated with British rule in this country is the utter helpless- 
ness of the people—the classes as well as the masses—to bestir themselves. 
No matter who is to blume for it, but there is the stern fact patent to friends 
and foes alike. Whether in the fields of politics or philanthropy, of religious 
or social reform, the paucity of devoted and disinterested workers is the most 
painfully noticeable feature and well-wishers of India may well feel despair at 
such poor result after the school-master had been abroad for half a century. 

It is, says the journal, British rule that has contributed more than any- 
thing else to reduce the Indians to their present state of utter impotence for. 
good or for evil. | 

1433. The following paragraph appears in the Indian Nation:— 

‘The Congress has been a convenient thing to 
many, for it has been the occasion of a cheap 
patriotism. Ifamanis only a Congressman, he must be presumed to bea 
self-sacrificing, patriotic, public-spirited man. He may have done nothing in 
life showing self-sacrifice, independence or public spirit. It is enough he 
belongs to the Congress. Surely patriots could not be more cheaply made. 
Let the meanest of India’s sons but join the Congress, and he will be at once 
exalted and glorified as a hero. Let the real benefactors of society, honest, 
independent, hardworking men, remain unconnected with the Congress, and 
they must be set down as rascals. How long is this standard of judgment to 
continue? It is impossible to conceive anything more absurd. Men may be 
judged by their politics; but membership of the Congress is no proof of any 
particular politics. There are Congressmen who scarcely know what the 
Congress is about, who have no particular opinion on any topic of agitation, 
who apparently do not recognise any principle to guide themselves by. The 
Congress cannot but be scandalised by the recent action of some Congressmen 
in Calcutta. And it will irreparably disgrace itself if any Congressmen are 
e to act in a way contrary to the spirit and principles which its 

est members have always regarded as of its essence. | . 
1434. Concluding a pers td rae ge 2 Lord Curzon from the 
N attacks of the London Datly News and of its Cal - 
. — en outta correspondent, the Hindoo Patriot writes: — 
ee We would let alone the correspondent’s utterings 
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for aught one knows there may be personal animus to account for. the 
bitterness and almost es that marks the rhapsody throughout. But it 
is inconceivable and intolerable, that one of the foremost and most powerful 


of British journals should in its editorial columns descend to teach India tenets 


of the most acrid yellow journalism, We must strongly protest against this 
style of criticism and dissociate ourselves from the extravagant folly of injuring 


a good cause by down right bad en 0 
. 1435. e following is “7 m the — Mirror :— 
8 : tisa great shame that for a trifle of £585, 
Princo Victor Dhulip Singh» Prince Victor Dhulip Singh should be obliged to 
go through the Bankruptcy Court in England. he British Government, who 
took Prince Victor's father to England, when he was scarcely old enough to 
know what was good for him, and initiated him into the mysteries of fast life 
as affected by the Upper Ten in that country, ought to have considered it a 
point of honour to see that the young man so much more sinned against than 
— stopped sowing his wild oats ere it was too late, and did not go to 
the bad, past all mending. That the son and heir of Dhulip Singh—the last 
of the Khalsahs and heir-presumptive to the throne of the Lion of the Punjab 
—should ever be reduced to such straits, seems indeed to be the cruellest irony 
of fate that one could think of—and as grotesque as it is cruel. 
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